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           e Merciful Like the Father. This motto is written on  
      the Divine Mercy logo, an official image  
       designed by Jesuit Father Marko I. Rupnik  
      for this Jubilee Year of Mercy. Pope Francis  
       called all Christians, living in every part of 
the world, to celebrate and experience the mercy 
of God as he opened the Year of Mercy, which 
began on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
December 8, 2015 and will conclude on the Feast 
of Christ the King, November 20, 2016. Looking 
at the logo we can see Jesus as the Good Samaritan 
carrying the victim on his shoulder as told in the 
Gospel of Luke (10:29-37). Behind him is the 
shadow of the cross upon which he died for every 
one of us, the sinner. In his great mercy, Jesus is 
carrying humanity, every one of us included, on his 
shoulder like a good shepherd carrying his lost and 
found sheep in the Gospel of Luke (15:4-7). He 
takes humanity upon himself. He becomes one of us 
and his eyes are merged with those of us. Three eyes 
for two persons! He sees with our eyes and we see 
with his. In Jesus we will see the world and others 
in a different way, the way of God’s love and mercy. 
This Jubilee Year of Mercy thus invites every one of 
us to embrace the mercy of God and to be merciful 
like our heavenly Father (Luke 6:36).
 There are numerous things we can do to live 
out the Jubilee Year of Mercy. The Church, from 
different levels (parochial, diocesan, and universal), 
offers us opportunities to live and celebrate the 
mercy of God. Books, videos, clips, hymns, articles, 
reflections, prayers, etc. have been published. You 
may enjoy those by visiting numerous websites 
such as Vatican (vatican.com), United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishop (usccb.org), or 
Diocese of Davenport (davenportdiocese.org). 
Diocese of Davenport has its own prayer for the 
Year of Mercy. Every deanery in our diocese has a 
church, as an official pilgrimage site, for the local 

Catholics to visit, reflect, and experience the mercy 
of God. In our deanery of Keokuk, St. John church 
in Burlington has been chosen as the official site 
of pilgrimage. All Catholics living in the deanery 
of Keokuk are invited to walk through the church 
door, to spend some time in prayer, and receive the 
Sacrament of Confession. 
 In a special way, I would like to          CONTINUED 
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WHAT’S NEW? FIND 
OUT INSIDE. THE NEW 
HTC FALL NEWSLETTER 
IS IN YOUR HANDS.
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Renovations

Living God’s Mercy
Fr. Joseph Van Phung has some suggestions

for the second half of the Jubilee Year of Mercy.

Please Follow, Like or Snap With Us!

Facebook: Holy Trinity Crusaders
Twitter: HTC_Crusaders
Snapchat: htcsnaps

If you would like to share anything with us 
or have any questions, please email us at 
donna.borst@holytrinityschools.org

The chapel at the Jr./Sr. High is getting 
some much-needed updates along 
with a fresh coat of paint. There is still 
much more to do but you can tell by 
the work in progress that it looks much 
better already. 

The chapel after
the first round
of renovations.

Work in 
progress.



MERCY (continued from page 1)  

suggest two things as we 
begin a new school year and 
live out the second half of 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
First, let us join countless 
Christians around the 
world who have accepted 
the invitation to live this 

year as a sign of God’s goodness by preparing 
ourselves to understand and receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Allow ourselves 
to draw near to the goodness of the Father 
with trust to experience his “rich in mercy 
and kindness” and to have the certainty of his 
forgiveness. Many stories in the gospels show 
us that God’s goodness and forgiveness have 
changed people’s lives (Luke 7:36-50; Luke 
15:17-24). Make sure that you are to receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, preferably, 
before this Jubilee Year of Mercy ends. The 
Father forgives all and always. Ask and you will 
receive. Once we have experienced the mercy 
of the Father, we are invited to be merciful as 
he is. Since he loves us so much that he gave his 
Only Son for us, as are to imitate him to live 
and treat one another: not to judge or condemn 
but to love and forgive as he loves and forgives 
us (Luke 6:37-38). As teachers and students in 
the Catholic school, we are to imitate God the 
Father to care for one another that need our 
understanding and forgiveness, tolerance and 
support, love and mercy.

	 The	Father	forgives	all	and		
	 always.	Ask	and	you	will	receive.		
	 Once	we	have	experienced	the	
	 mercy	of	the	Father,	we	are		
	 invited	to	be	merciful	as	he	is.	
	 Since	he	loves	us	so	much	that	
	 he	gave	his	Only	Son	for	us,	as		
	 are	to	imitate	him	to	live	and		
	 treat	one	another:	not	to	judge		
	 or	condemn	but	to	love	and	
	 forgive	as	he	loves	and	forgives	
	 us.	– Luke 6:37-38

In doing so, we are living the spirit of the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy and imitating our 
heavenly Father who is merciful.  
 Have a great school year and be filled with 
peace, joy, love, and the mercy of God.

—Fr. Joseph Van Phung  HTC

Father Joseph began as pastor at Holy Family 
Parish in Fort Madison on July 1. We are blessed 
him to have him as a part of our HTC family.

	 		fter	months	of	planning	and		
	 		collaborating,	the	new	21st	Century		
	 		Classroom	has	finally	become	a		
	 		reality.	Although	not	quite	finished—	
no	one	seems	to	care—because	a	room	
like	this	will	never	truly	be	completed.	
The	idea	is	to	keep	adding	to	it—new	
technology,	new	learning	strategies,		
new	furnishings—it’s	what	such	a	room		
is	all	about.	
	 The	idea	for	the	room	came	from	
Principal	Michael	Sheerin	who	strongly	
believes	that	Holy	Trinity	should	work	
towards	being	a	leader	in	education	in	
our	area	instead	of	playing	catch	up	to	
neighboring	schools.	After	bringing	up	
the	idea	to	Allison	Arevalo,	our	talented	
and	gifted	teacher,	they	visited	a	sample	
21st	Century	Classroom	and	were	
immediately	sold.	Rather	than	planning	
a	similar	room	themselves,	they	got	Holy	
Trinity	students	involved	and	eventually	
a	group	of	11	students	was	formed.	The	
first	thing	students	did	was	survey	the	
teachers	at	the	Jr./Sr.	High	to	make	sure	
that	they	were	on	board	with	the	idea	
and	that	they	would	use	such	a	room.	
They	then	presented	their	plans	to	the	
school	board	who	applauded	the	idea	
and	work	got	underway.	
	 Nicknamed	“The	Spark	Room”	by	
the	students,	they	intend	for	it	to	be	a	
place	where	new	ideas	are	created.	As	
one	student	said,	“You	can	really	have	
imagination	bloom	while	learning	at	the	
same	time.”
	 The	room	has	been	totally	funded	
by	private	donations	and	the	students	

The	vocal	music	department	presented	an	incredible	rendition	of		“The	Sound	
of	Music”	this	past	spring,	highlighting	the	acting	and	singing	talents	of	our	
students.	Everyone	was	blown	away	by	the	professionalism	of	the	production	
and	the	abilities	of	the	young	thespians	and	vocalists.	Special	thanks	must	go	
to	Mr.	Stewart	Beyer,	our	vocal	director,	who	was	instrumental	in	putting	it	all	
together.	We	will	hopefully	continue	this	tradition,	as	hundreds	of	people	were	
entertained	and	amazed	by	the	performance.  HTC

have	done	everything	from	picking	out	
furniture	and	technology	to	budgeting	
with	the	funds	they	had.	Housed	in	the	
former	library,	the	room	is	complete	
with	a	3-D	printer,	a	green	screen,	a	
programmable	drone,	a	video	station,	
iPads,	laptops	and	monitors	everywhere.	
Students	can	sit	together	to	collaborate	
or	work	on	their	own	doing	research,	
etc.	The	room	has	already	been	used	
numerous	times	for	a	variety	of	projects	
and	is	sure	to	become	an	integral	part	in	
how	students	are	learning	at	HTC.  HTC

There	is	always	a	lot	of	learning,	as	well	as	a	lot	of	fun,	going	on	at	our	Early	
Childhood	Centers!  HTC

The Hills Are Alive...

Worms and (Car) Washes

A BoomSpace

Perhaps one of the most exciting 
additions to the Elementary this 
past year was the creation of the new 
“BoomSpace.” BoomSpace is a space 
where kids can be creative, explore, 
and discover how things work. Kids 
can do all of that by using the 3-D 
computers, building circuits, creating 
with cardboard, building with Legos 
and more.  HTC

The 21st Century Has Arrived at HTC
Printing 
in 3-D.

Collaboration 
stations.

Building a
better future.

Virtually
a reality.

“See? Worms
won’t hurt you.”

Cooling off
at the car wash.

Student Maya Rashid 
and science teacher Lisa 
Gendron checking out 
the green screen camera.



elementary happenings
ur staff and teachers at the elementary school are always looking 
for new and innovative ways to challenge the students and 
their efforts are definitely paying off! Not only are the results 
reflected in our test scores, but we see kids coming out of the 

elementary school that are prepared and ready to enter Jr. High—
academically, socially and with a giving spirit. Our elementary 

staff is incredible! They are always prepared to go the extra mile 
to help our students maximize their potential and are willing to 
give whatever individualized attention any student may need. We 
are truly blessed to have such a wonderful group of people caring 
about our students. Below is just a sampling of the opportunities 
our students have to shine!  HTC

Battle	of	the	Books D.A.R.E.Poppy	Posters

HTC	Elementary	has	participated	in	
Battle	of	the	Books	for	years,	but	this	
year	will	be	even	better.	Students	in	
grades	four	through	six	will	read		
from	a	list	of	books	and	prepare	
all	year	long	to	battle	against	each	
other.	The	winning	team	from	HTC	
Elementary	will	compete	in	a	regional	
Battle	of	the	Books	event	with	other	
schools	in	our	local	AEA.

2016 Battle of the
Books Winners:

The Galaxy Readers.

Students	in	sixth	grade	have	the	
opportunity	to	participate	in	Future	
Problem	Solving	groups	to	work	
together	to	identify	and	solve	
problems.	Coached	by	Allison	Are-
valo,	four	groups	competed	in	the	
regional	Future	Problem	Solving	
competition	with	the	team	of		
Michael Hellman,	Lucy Graham	and	
Alesha Hellman	advancing	to	the	
state	competition.	They	even	brought	
home	sixth	place	ribbons	for	the		
skit	competition!

The	sixth	graders	are	fortunate	to	
have	the	opportunity	to	participate	
in	the	D.A.R.E.	(Drug	Abuse	
Resistance	Education)	taught	by	a	
deputy	from	the	Lee	County	Sheriff’s	
Department.

The	fifth	graders	participated	in	the	
American	Legion	Auxiliary	Poppy	
Poster	Contest	and	did	a	great	job!

Crusader	Today

Pinwheels	for	Peace

Each	year	the	students	at	the	Ele-
mentary	celebrate	the	International	
Day	of	Peace	on	September	21st	
by	participating	in	the	“Pinwheels	
for	Peace”	project,	creating	colorful	
pinwheels	that	share	our	hope	for	
peace	in	the	world.

O

Future	Problem	Solving

Everyone	at	HTC	Elementary	looks	
forward	to	episodes	of	“Crusader	
Today”	which	is	a	news	program	
put	together	by	the	sixth	graders.	
They	write	stories,	share	information	
and	cover	important	school	events.	
Teams	work	together	to	research,	
film	and	edit	videos	for	their	
classmates	to	enjoy!	

Ava Peitz interviews
volleyball star  

Mikaela Foecke.



Bees

Bishop	Amos

Classroom	Projects Junior	Achievement

Students	in	grades	
four	through	six	
participate	in	
the	Geography	
Bee	sponsored	
by	the	National	
Geographic	
Society.	Pre-
liminary	rounds	are	

held	in	the	classroom	with	the	top	ten	
contestants	moving	on	to	compete	in	
the	school	bee.	The	school	champion	
completes	an	online	test	for	the	
chance	to	compete	in	the	State	Bee.
	 The	Knights	of	Columbus	sponsor	
a	spelling	bee	for	students	in	grades	
four	through	six.	The	top	two	spellers	
from	each	grade	advances	to	the	
regional	Bee	held	in	Pella.
	 Each	year	one	or	two	teams	of	
sixth	graders	are	chosen	to	represent	
HTC	at	the	Sixth	Grade	Math	Bee	
sponsored	by	Great	Prairie	AEA.	This	
spring,	Michael Hellman	placed	third	
in	the	competition.

Our	volunteer-driven	program	is	
designed	to	foster	work-readiness,	
entrepreneurship	and	financial	
literacy	skills.	The	volunteers	are	
encouraged	to	use	experiential	
learning	to	inspire	students	to	
dream	big	and	reach	their	potential.	
This	year’s	teacher	for	our	Junior	
Achievement	class	was	Sheriff	
Jim	Sholl.

All	of	our	teachers	do	a	great	job	of	
creating	exciting	projects	for	their	
students	to	do	in	their	individual	
classrooms.	Here	are	some	pictures	
from	Mrs.	Pedrick’s	third	grade	
classroom	where	they	studied	
communities	and	designed,	mapped	
out	and	built	a	city!

All	of	our	elementary	students	
participate	in	the	Accelerated	Reader	
program	as	they	earn	points	for	every	
book	they	read.	When	they	reach	a	
certain	goal,	their	reward	is	to	“dress”	
the	principal.	The	kids	love	this	so	
both	Mr.	Sheerin	and	Mr.	Carr	have	
been	dressed	up	as	princesses,	super	
heroes,	smurfettes,	etc.	This	is	fun	
for	everyone	and	is	a	great	motivator	
for	the	kids.	We	are	so	lucky	to	have	
principals	that	are	such	good	sports!

Accelerated	Reader

HTC	celebrated	back-to-school	with	
an	all-school	mass	celebrated	by	
Bishop	Amos.

Model	Students

Mrs.	Mohrfeld’s	fifth	graders	made	
some	awesome	element	models	in	
their	science	class!


